
God Will Provide 
Himself a Lamb 

he ti tle of this book let (Gos pel Tract) co mes from
the great story found in the book of Gen e sis (Gen e -
sis 22:8) when Abra ham was told by God to sac ri -
fice his son, Isaac.  At the last mo ment, God stopped

Abra ham and pro vided a ram as a sub sti tute.  The theme of 
the lamb act ing as a sub sti tute is con tin ued in the story of
the first Pass over found in Ex o dus 12.  God told Mo ses to
tell the peo ple to choose a lamb out of their flocks, to sac -
ri fice it, and to put the blood of it on the doorposts of their
houses so that they would es cape the judg ment that God
was about to bring upon the land of Egypt.  To gether these
two sto ries give us a pic ture of the Mes siah, whose death
as our sub sti tute and whose shed blood pro vides re demp -
tion from the judg ment that God must bring upon the
world be cause of sin: THE PASSOVER

The feast of Pass over is a time of great joy for the Jew -
ish peo ple around the world.  It is a re mem brance of the
rapid de par ture of the chil dren of Is rael from the life of
sor row that they led un der the cruel hand of Pha raoh.  Also 
re called is the es cape of the first born from the judg ment
brought by the tenth plague.  Re demp tion is the theme wo -
ven through out the story of Pass over.  It was re demp tion
brought about by the blood of the lamb which the chil dren
of Is rael were told to put on the doorposts of their houses
(Exodus 12:7, 13).

A Lamb (Exodus12:3)

Ev ery fam ily was to set aside A LAMB.  In choos ing
the lamb, the chil dren of Is rael were not only obey ing God 
but also putt ing their faith and trust in His Word.  This is
the be gin ning of the re demp tion from the judg ment that
God was about to bring upon Egypt, and looks for ward to

the judg ment that God will bring upon the world in the
future.   

The Lamb (Ex o dus 12:4)

Ev ery one was to par tic i pate in the eat ing of THE
PASSOVER LAMB.  They were to com bine house holds
if the fam ily was too small.  Ev ery in di vid ual was to par -
take of THE PASSOVER LAMB.  THE LAMB would be
suf fi cient to prove pro tec tion from the judg ment about to
fall upon the land of Egypt and all its inhabitants.

Your Lamb (Ex o dus 12:5)

The lamb is now re ferred to as YOUR LAMB which
im plies that the sal va tion pro vided by the blood of the
lamb was to be per sonal.  Ev ery in di vid ual had to make
the de ci sion to bring him self un der the pro tec tion of the
blood of the lamb.  No tice that the lamb had to be with out
blem ish.  This is be cause only a per fect lamb could be of -
fered to God (Deu ter on omy 15:21) to make atonement.  

The blood of the lamb was to be put on the doorposts
of each house.  Judg ment would then “pass over” that
house.   No tice, also, that the qual i fi ca tion was not
whether the house was oc cu pied by a Jew ish fam ily, but
whether or not there was the blood of their lamb on the
doorposts.  First, it is the blood that maketh an atone ment
for the soul (Le vit i cus 17:11). 

The story of Pass over is a pic ture of the re demp tion
from the judg ment that God must bring upon the world be -
cause of sin.  There is no way for ei ther Jew or Gen tile to
be ex empt from this judg ment be cause, “The heart is de -
ceit ful above all things, and des per ately wicked: who can
know it?” (Jer e miah 17:9).  “All we like sheep have gone
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astray; we have turned ev ery one
to his own way …” (Isaiah 53:6).

But A Holy God 
De mands Atone ment

“... and the LORD hath laid
on Him the in iq uity of us all.”
(Isa iah 53:6).  This speaks of the
Mes siah.

Al though God’s judg ment is
righ teous, He has pro vided for
all men A LAMB.  “He was op -
pressed, and he was af flicted, yet
he opened not his mouth: he is
brought as a lamb to the slaugh -
ter, and as a sheep be fore her
shear ers is dumb, so he openth 
not his mouth.” (Isa iah 53:7).  

All men, Jew and Gen tile
alike, may par take of the sal va -
tion pro vided by THE LAMB,
“... by his knowl edge shall my
righ teous ser vant jus tify many;
but he shall bear their in iq ui ties.  
There fore will I di vide him a por -
tion with the great, and he shall
di vide the spoil with the strong;
be cause he hath poured out his
soul unto death: and he was num -
bered with the trans gres sors; and
he bare the sin of many, and
made in ter ces sion for the trans -
gres sors.” (Isa iah 53:11, 12).   

YOUR LAMB is the only
way that all men, Jew and Gen -
tile alike, can es cape the judg -
ment that God will bring. 
“Surely he hath borne our griefs,
and car ried our sor rows: yet we
did es teem him stricken, smit ten
of God, and af flicted.  But he was 
wounded for our trans gres sions,
he was bruised for our in iq ui ties;
the chas tise ment of our peace
was upon upon him; and with his
stripes we are healed.  Yet it
pleased the LORD to bruise him;
he hath put him to grief; when
thou shalt make his soul an of fer -
ing for sin, he shall see his seed,
he shall pro long his days, and the 
plea sure of the LORD shall pros -
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per in his hand.” (Isa iah 53:3, 4. 10).
To day, not even a lamb with out blem ish can take away

sin.  God sent His son, Je sus the Mes siah, A LAMB for the
sac ri fice, as THE LAMB in which to put your faith and
trust, and as YOUR LAMB to shed His blood that you
might ap ply it to the doorposts of your heart in ac cep tance
of His sac ri fice for your sin atone ment.  Je sus the Mes siah
is the per fect Lamb of God.  Just as the judg ment came not
upon the houses with the blood on the doorposts, the judg -
ment of God will pass over those who ac cept the blood
atone ment pro vided by the Mes siah, Je sus.  Why not ask
Je sus the Mes siah to come into your heart and ac cept His
blood atone ment for your sins?  He will do it and grant you
eter nal life with Him in heaven.  He is YOUR PASSOVER
LAMB.  Put your faith and trust in him and pray: 

“Dear Je sus, I re al ize that you are the Lamb of God
and that your sac ri fice and your blood can cause the judg -
ment of God to pass over me.  I ac cept you as my per sonal
sac ri fice for my sin and I put my faith and trust in you as
my Mes siah.  Come now into my heart and grant me eter -
nal life as you promised. Amen.

 Taken from Gospel Tract, GOD Will Provide HIMSELF
A Lamb, by The Everlasting Nation, Hixson, TN.

Ed i tor’s Note:  He brews 9:22.  Ev ery es sen tial, as you no -
tice blood, is like a ‘rib bon’ through out ALL of Scrip ture.
Even in the ‘Gar den of Eden’, af ter Adam and Eve sinned,
an in no cent an i mal was sac ri ficed for the ‘guilty’ and likely
it was a ‘lamb’ which GOD sac ri ficed to clothe Adam and
Eve with skins!  See Gen e sis 3:21.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Charles Haddon Spurgeon 
Charles Had don Spurgeon lived and preached in Eng -

land from 1834-1892.  This man, who was called the
Prince of Preach ers, re fused to com pro mise with evil.  His
fight for the faith cost him his life.  A few days be fore his
death he wrote the fol low ing words:

“Num bers are easy-minded peo ple who wink at er ror
so long as it is com mit ted by some clever man and
good-na tured brother, who has so many fine points about
him.  Let each be liever judge for him self, but for our part
we have put a few fresh bolts on our door, and we have
given or ders to keep the chains up, for un der color of beg -
ging the friendship of the ser vant, there are those who aim
at rob bing the mas ter.  These preach ers are not mis taken
friends, but en e mies of the Cross of Christ.  There is no use
in em ploy ing cir cum lo cu tions and po lite terms of ex pres -

sion – where Christ is not re ceived as the cleans ing of His
blood and the jus ti fy ing merit of His righ teous ness, He is
not re ceived at all.  Those who know and love the truth of
God can not have fel low ship with that which is di a met ri -
cally op posed thereto, and there can be no rea son why they 
should pre tend that they have such fel low ship.  My coun -
sel has al ways been, “come out from among them.”   I have 
felt that no pro test could be equal to that of distinct
separation.  

To pur sue un ion at the ex pense of truth is trea son to the 
Lord Je sus.  If we are pre pared to en ter into solemn “league 
and cov e nant” for the de fense of the crown-rights of King
Je sus, we can not give up the crown jew els of His Gos pel
for the sake of a larger char ity.  To tam per with His doc trine 
would be to drift into com pro mises which they would not
at first pro pose but which they seem forced to jus tify. 
Yield ing to be the crea tures of cir cum stances, they al low
an other to gird them and lead them whither they wold not;
and when they wake up, and find them selves in an un de sir -
able con di tion, they have not al ways the res o lu tion to
break away from it.  

As a mat ter of fact, be liev ers in Christ’s atone ment are
in de clared re li gious un ion with those who make light of it; 
be liev ers in Holy Scrip ture are in a con fed er acy with those
who deny its ple nary in spi ra tion; those who hold evan gel i -
cal doc trine are in open al li ance with those who call the
“Fall” a fa ble, who deny the per son al ity of the Holy Ghost, 
who declare jus ti fi ca tion by faith im moral.  Yes, we have
be fore us the wretched spec ta cle of pro fessedly or tho dox
Chris tians pub licly avow ing the un ion with those who
deny the Faith, and scarcely con ceal ing their con tempt for
those who can not be guilty of such gross disloyalty to
Christ.

The New Tes ta ment not only teaches the ne ces sity of
con tend ing for the faith, but it also ex horts us to sep a rate
our selves from those who deny the faith.  There is no need
for any child of God to be in ig no rance as to his stand and
his po si tion be fore God and man.  The Word of God is
clear as to His instructions.

Be loved, when I gave all dil i gence to write unto you of
the com mon sal va tion, it was need ful for me to write unto
you and ex hort you that ye should ear nestly con tend for the 
faith, which was once (for all) de liv ered unto the saints”
Jude 3.

“Who so ever transgresseth and abideth not in the Doc -
trine of Christ, hath not God.  He that abideth in the doc -
trine of Christ, he hath both the Fa ther and the Son.  If
there come any unto you, and bring not this doc trine, re -
ceive him not into your house, nei ther bid him God-speed:
For he that biddeth him God-speed is par taker of his evil
deeds””  II John 9-11.

Selected
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Ed i to rial 
RES

TESTIMONY/TESTIMONIES!
“That if thou shalt con fess with thy mouth the Lord Je sus, and shalt be lieve in thine heart
that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  For with the heart man be -

liev eth unto righ teous ness; and with the mouth con fes sion is made unto sal va tion.” 
(Romans 10:9-10)

The above verses were among my Dad’s fa vor ites af ter
he got saved.  Now I know for sure ‘dad’ has been
‘Home’ for many years and now more re cently my
‘mother’ as well, etc. Praise the LORD!

Years ago a fel low  ‘Haugean’ said. that when per sonal
‘tes ti mo nies’ are no lon ger part of the ‘Wor ship Ser vice’
that a great part of the power of the ‘Wor ship Ser vice’
will leave.   

ACTUALLY those who don’t like per sonal ‘tes ti mo nies’ 
usu ally do not pos sess a ‘per sonal tes ti mony’ them -
selves.  No tice for ex am ple John chap ter nine.  All are
born spir i tu ally blind.

What is a ‘tes ti mony?’  First of all it is NOT: “I think so”,
“hope so”, “feel so”: BUT know so!  A more than ‘rec -
om mended’ ‘tes ti mony’ is not nec es sar ily lengthy; but
man i fest ing/tell ing what God’s Word (JESUS) is do ing
in their life (& can do); an chored in or with God’s Word
and which HE CAN DO that glo ri fies our cru ci fied and
risen SAVIOR!!

Scrip ture is clear that a sin ner saved by Grace is to fel -
low ship  with other for given sin ners and wit ness to lost
sin ners (the world).  ‘Fel low ship’ has an open two way
street, while ‘wit ness’ is to be clearly an chored in & with
God’s WORD.  This can be on a one to one ba sis OR to
the mul ti tudes!  IF you are to be a ‘wit ness’ in a court
room set ting and on the ‘wit ness stand’ thought/think/as -
sume: your ‘wit ness’ would be quickly brought to a halt
or cor rected.  A wit ness is tell ing what they know/ex pe -
ri enced/saw.

NOW “Enoch walked with God” (Gen e sis 5:24 & He -
brews 11:5).  What a tes ti mony!!  Know ingly there are
‘Chris tians’ who will say: “I will just live my Chris tian
life!” and that’s it!  

WELL a ‘mul ti tude’ of Phar i sees tried that yes ter year
and to day as well; but just liv ing a (Chris tian life?) such
as the Phar i sees; draws at ten tion just to them selves!
(Read Mat thew 23 for ex am ple).  While a lost sin ner
who has been found wants to lift up and glo rify Christ.  
YES, def i nitely your life style (pri or i ties, dress, what
you par tic i pate in or not); are very im por tant; but God
says be lieve with/in (to be lieve is to come – faith in ac -

tion) your heart and con fess with your mouth and thou
shalt be saved.  Be care ful that what you are speaks so
loud they can’t hear what you say.  “Let your light so
shine be fore men, that they may see your good works and
glo rify your Fa ther in heaven”Mat thew 5:16.

AS you study/search the ‘Scrip tures’ it is very ev i dent
that Enoch walk ing with God, is not a spir i tu ally  ‘mute’
per son.  God states that IF you are a ‘child of His’ you
ARE ‘salt/light’; not shall be or be come – but are!  “So
then faith co mes by hear ing, and hear ing by the word
of God”  (Ver bal/printed)- Romans 10:17.  Please
prayer fully read Mat thew 10: 26-34 and I for now will
just em pha size verses 32 -33: “’There fore who ever con -
fesses Me be fore men, him I will also con fess be fore My
Fa ther who is in heaven. But who ever de nies Me be fore
men, him I will also deny be fore My fa ther who is in
heaven.’”

God says that ‘we’ are salt, light; not that we ‘should be’,
nor shall be:But ARE!  Cer tainly ‘salt’ can loose it ‘sa -
vor’ or light can be dimmed by com pro mise, etc.

A gen tle man in the state of Iowa shared his ‘tes ti mony’
and al ways talked about JESUS; not his past life.  Gently
he was asked why he never spoke of his past.  He re -
sponded that folk knew what his past was like; but maybe 
did not know about JESUS! 1 Pe ter 3:15 & 11 Pe ter 3:9.

In one of the ‘par ishes’ I was priv i leged to serve, a youn -
ger cou ple wanted to give me a ‘plaque’ with one of my
‘fa vor ite’ Bi ble verses etched on it; which is 1 Pe ter 5:7. 
At the busi ness place where this was be ing done; the
busi ness per sonal asked IF this was a street ad dress.

This brings me an other ‘con cern’. Oc ca sion ally as you
lis ten to ‘tes ti mo nies, in di vid ual(s) will talk about when
they got saved: that is great; but fail to bring their tes ti -
mony up to the pres ent and that is:  How is your walk
with Je sus today?  A ‘liv ing faith’ is pres ent tense!   Re -
al is ti cally a per son can be a Sem i nary Pro fes sor and not
know JESUS per son ally; thus is spir i tu ally blind and
lost!  

As stated ‘ear lier’ fel low ship is a ‘two way street’.  

I am re minded of a very dear, close Chris tian brother
(spir i tu ally) who told of tak ing an older Chris tian with
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God Must Love Me More
Read Job 12:1-10

A (di sas ter) is de spised in the thought of one who
is at ease; it is made ready for those whose feet

slip.  Job 12:5

Dur ing a dif fi cult re ces sion, I or ga nized a sup port
group for fel low Chris tians to help them cope with un em -
ploy ment.  We pro vided re sume re views, net work ing, and
prayer sup port.  One prob lem emerged: When ever some -
one got a job, he or she al most never re turned to the group
to of fer en cour age ment.  That in creased the lone li ness and
iso la tion of those left in the group.

Worse, though, were com ments from those who had
never ex pe ri enced a job loss.  They mir rored the ac cu sa -
tions of Job’s friends in his suf fer ing: “If you were pure and
up right, surely now (God) would awake for you, and pros -
per (you)” (8:6).  By chap ter 12, Job is start ing to ex press

things in terms mod ern work ers can un der stand.  He says
that he feels de spised by those whose life is easy (v. 5).

When things are well for us, we may start to think that
we who don’t have trou bles are better some how, or are
more loved by God, than those who are strug gling.  We for -
get that the ef fects of this fallen world are in dis crim i nate.

We are all loved by the Lord and we all need Him - in
good times and bad.  The suc cesses, abun dance, and po si -
tions that God has given to us are tools to help us en cour age
oth ers in their time of need.                Randy Kilgore

Give us the hu mil ity, Lord, not to act like Job’s friends 

who ac cused him of sin be cause of his tri als.  Show us

how to help those who are strug gling so that we might 

give the kind of en cour age ment You have given us.

Hu mil ity to ward God makes us gen tle to ward oth ers.

Taken from Our Daily Bread, Copyright 2012, RBC
Ministries, Permission Granted.

him some dis tance away for a ‘fel low ship meet ing.’  On
the way home this gen tle man re marked that his rel a tives
will be dis ap pointed with him as they were hav ing a
Birth day get to gether in his honor that very af ter noon. 
Our Chris tian brother apol o gized for tak ing him away
not know ing the Birth day gath er ing was tak ing place. 
The guest stated that re ally he had been with his real
(spir i tual) fam ily and that was fine!  1 John 3:12, He -
brews 10:24-25, Psalm 133:1 & Malachi 3:16 & very
spe cial prom ise in fol low ing verses 17 & 18) .  “A word
fitly spo ken is like ap ples of gold In set tings of sil ver. 
Like an ear ring of gold an an or na ment of fine gold Is a
wise rebuker to an obe di ent ear.” Prov erbs 25:11-12.

Have you no ticed how ‘slang’ and even more gross
words have in vaded into ev ery day Chris tian  con ver sa -
tions and at ‘times’, even in Bi ble Stud ies and ser mons? 
Shame!  It is the ‘Chris tian’ that is to be a salt/light unto
the world; not the world in flu enc ing (fash ions, styles,
words, etc)  the ‘Chris tian.’  No won der ‘we’ see so lit tle
hap pen ing in ‘our’ part of the world but God is the Same,
The Word is the Same and the Holy Spirit is the Same -
as yes ter day!!  Look up the word ‘slang’ in a dic tio nary!  
Mar tin Lu ther’s Cat e chism!  Most cer tainly the BIBLE!
Je sus (Bi ble) says out of the abun dance of the heart the
mouth speaketh! 

It is Bib li cally ev i dent that ‘walk ing with God’ is more
than ‘liv ing’ a cer tain life style!  AS God does not nor 
will not ever change – Malachi 3:6  & He brews 13:8.  (A
very se ri ous ‘chal lenge/priv i lege in Mat thew 10: 26-34).
SO com ing back to the Bi ble TRUTH ‘we’ must not only 
live the life of a Chris tian, but wit ness (tes ti mony); be it

in pri vate or to the masses: ide ally to BOTH!  Be cause
“We love Him be cause He first loved us.” 1 John4:19

Yes, we will be made fun of, rid i culed, per se cuted, etc.
1Cor. 1:18-25. 11 Tim o thy 3:12, etc. as we know the
fear of man worketh a ‘snare’; SO daily take up thy
‘cross’ and fol low HIM and ‘we’ will def i nitely find ‘it
will be worth it all when we see JESUS!  KEEP IN mind
that ‘Sa tan’ will not prompt you to ‘tes tify’ unto an un -
godly (with out God) world, out of LOVE.

Now to think that each time you ‘tes tify’ it is go ing to be
met with ‘re cep tive’ ground is as sump tion.  Noth ing
could be fur ther from Bib li cal truth.  Isa iah 55:10-11,
Prov erbs 30:5-6, Psalm 119:89.  You and I are to
prayer fully sow the In cor rupt ible SEED and leave the
re sults with GOD!  “How much more shall the blood of
Christ, who through the eter nal Spirit of fered Him self
with out spot to God, cleanse your con science from dead 
works to serve the liv ing God?.”  He brews 9:14.  Quit -
ters never win and win ners never quit!

P. S.  “Enoch walked with God”, what a priv i lege and
re spon si bil ity; BUT keep in mind that ‘Enoch’ was cre -
ated out of the same kind of ‘dust’ that you and I are
made out of!

It will be worth it all when you and I see JESUS!

“O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the
earth.  Sing to the Lord, bless his name; tell  of his sal va -
tion from day to day.  De clare his glory among the na -
tions, his mar vel ous works among all the peo ples.”
Psalm 96:1-3 (NRSV).



From Our Fellowship Circle 

H. B. Story City, IA
I en joy read ing the ar ti cles in your mag a zine.  I truly be -
lieve we are liv ing in trou ble some days and our only real
hope is in the liv ing Christ Je sus as our Lord and Sav ior!

En closed is a gift for your min is try in mem ory of Gordon
Nel son; who was my neigh bor and friend...

M. & N. R. Sand Creek, WI
It is such a bless ing to read the Morn ing Glory.  God Bless
all your ef forts.  He is com ing soon!

Pas tor & Mrs. Astoria, OR
It is about time we get at least a short let ter off to you.  It
has been some time since the last one we sent.  We do hope 
and pray that this finds you both in good health and that
God is bless ing you and in your work for Him...

I seem to keep busy but am feel ing my age.  … is al ways
busy with things at home and many ac tiv i ties in the
Church.  … There have been a lot of things go ing on but
many bless ings also.  God has blessed us so much in so
many ways.  Rodney, is n’t it a great bless ing to have a
faith ful, en er getic, wife?

Now, speak ing of bless ings, we want to tell you again
what a bless ing it is to re ceive the Morn ing Glory.  We
can not thank you enough for all your faith ful work in get -
ting it out and we pray for you and thank God for you and
for each is sue you get out.  All the ar ti cles are such a bless -
ing, chal leng ing and con vict ing.  We do wish that we
could send much more money and hope what we do send
at least cov ers the cost for ours. 

“Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dis mayed, for I am
your God.  I will strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I will
up hold you with my righ teous right hand” Isa iah 41:10.

D. E. North field, MN
It is good to hear from you and I trust you con tinue to be
well.

My hands are get ting quite stiff so it is hard for me to
write; al though for be ing ninety-three and a half years old
I am do ing quite well.   

Thanks for the good read ing.

What would we do with out the Lord?  I talk to Je sus/God
many times a day.  

May the Lord bless you!

Mr. & Mrs. A. H. Twin Val ley, MN
We trust that you are be ing blessed and ex pe ri enc ing a

blessed New Year as well!  

Thank you for the Morn ing Glory- it helps keep us closer
to our Lord and Sav ior!  

We ap pre ci ate so much as per sons and the min is try of Pas -
tor Da vid & Mary Barnhart.  We were priv i leged to hear
Pas tor Barnhart last year at …   Def i nitely godly peo ple.   

“When the Phar i sees chal lenged Je sus to name the great -
est com mand ment, He an swered, ‘You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind’” Mat thew 22:37.  That’s why the Lord 
should have a prom i nent place in our hearts and our love
for Him should per me ate ev ery area of our lives.”  Taken
from ‘Life Prin ci ples Notes on Liv ing God’ by Dr. Charles 
Stan ley.

D. C. Lynnwood, WA
We ap pre ci ate re ceiv ing the Morn ing Glory.  

God bless you and your min is try.
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The Only REAL Hope!
The only real hope for the fu ture of our be loved

USA is to, with hu mil ity and godly re pen tance, re -
turn back to GOD and obe di ence to His Word (The
Bi ble).  This mir a cle can only re ally hap pen as in di -
vid u als (You & I) fol low God’s ‘rec ipe’.  Are ‘we’
will ing to do that?

The ‘chan nel’ with which GOD can do that is by
preach ing HIS WORD; be it on an in di vid ual ba sis or 
cor po rate!  

One such ‘chan nel’ is by us ing the call ing and
gift of evan ge lism!

With this bib li cal truth in heart and mind: are
you will ing to seek to ar range for evan ge lis tic meet -
ings and/or a Bi ble Con fer ence in your midst?  Lord
will ing, this can take place in your church, lo cal hall,
school, tent meet ings, home! You say that your
church has such a full sched ule/pro gram that there is
not room for a se ries of evan ge lis tic meet ings nor a
Bi ble Con fer ence!  IF so, what is wrong with con -
duct ing house meet ings which is very ‘bib li cal’!

REMEMBER God is the same, His Son is the
same, the Holy Spirit is the same, the Word of
GOD is the same (the Bi ble):  why not try and trust
HIM? 
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The Way of the Cross
Leads Home

By Toby Knutson, Fergus Falls, MN

Col. 1:3-22

Easter morn ing, HE IS RISEN and the re sponse, HE IS
RISEN INDEED.  Res ur rec tion (Easter) Sunday is a won -
der ful re minder of what Je sus Christ has done for all.  What
a joy to hear the fa mil iar greet ings on this day.  We re joiced
to gether as the Pas tor held high the Name of Je sus Christ
and His res ur rec tion.  Al most a Mount Trans fig u ra tion at -
mo sphere was ex pe ri enced in the Easter Morn ing wor ship
ser vice as the Lord used preach ing, prayer, so los, choir and
con gre ga tional sing ing bring laud and hon our unto our
Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ.

To day, we will also be look ing to the Scrip tures to see
what this con ver sa tion about the cru ci fix ion and res ur rec -
tion of Je sus Christ is all about.  The ti tle of the ser mon,
THE WAY of the CROSS LEADS HOME, is of course, the
ti tle of a song as well, but what is meant by all of the cel e -
bra tion of the WAY OF THE CROSS?

To day we will look at three main thoughts con cern ing
the cross:

THE NEED OF THE CROSS
THE WAY OF THE CROSS
THE CROSS AND ITS CONNECTION TO HOME
The mes sage will not do an ex e ge sis of this whole

Scrip ture text, but I want to se lect out of sev eral verses that
brings out THE WAY OF THE CROSS LEADS HOME.

So, let’s first look at:

I. THE NEED OF THE CROSS
As we al low our thoughts to go back into the Old Tes ta -

ment book of Gen e sis, we find what can be re ferred to as
the “need of the cross”.

 Re mem ber with me, what God said in Gen e sis 2:31
“And God saw ev erything that He had made, and, be hold, it 
was very good…”

 This means, dear friends, there was no sin, no sick ness, 
no suf fer ing, no death, no de struc tion, not anything that
would mar God’s beau ti ful cre ation.

Then God formed man out of the dust and his wife out
of one of Adam’s ribs.  God also gave them a com mand not
to eat of the TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE of GOOD
AND EVIL.  Well, you know what hap pened and you are
ex pe ri enc ing the re sults of the fall of man kind into sin.  

Let’s visit briefly about why Adam and Eve were not
al lowed to re main in the Gar den of Eden af ter they dis -
obeyed God.  

 There was also an other tree lo cated in the Gar den, in

the very midst of it as a mat ter of fact, it was called  THE
TREE OF LIFE.  Now that man had fallen into sin, they
would not be al lowed an op por tu nity to eat of the TREE OF 
LIFE and live for ever in their sin as stated in Gen e sis
3:22-24 (Read).  

How ever, even be fore Adam and Eve were re moved
from the Gar den of Eden, our mer ci ful Heav enly Fa ther
gave a prom ise of the Re deemer as He talked to the ser pent
in Gen. 3:15 where He says, “And I will put en mity be tween
thee and the woman, and be tween thy seed and her seed; it
shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”  

I think we all are aware of the death, suf fer ing, de spair
and sor row lo cated through out the Old Tes ta ment, and
through the eyes of the proph ets of old, we can see the
NEED of  the prom ised Re deemer.  I trust we all un der stand 
that the pen alty of sin must ei ther be born by us for eter nity
or paid by a sub sti tute.  The Old Tes ta ment points for ward
to the CROSS and our sub sti tute.  The Gos pels give the ac -
tual ac count of the CROSS and our sub sti tute, and the Epis -
tles and Rev e la tion re late the re sult of the vic tory of Je sus
Christ on the CROSS; yes, He is the Sub sti tute for all who
will believe.

This Leads Us To Our Sec ond Thought:

II. THE WAY OF THE CROSS 
What was gained for you and I on the CROSS of Cal -

vary?  Let’s look at our Scrip ture text and gather our
thoughts around the WAY OF THE CROSS.   When THE
WAY OF THE CROSS is talked about, it is im por tant to ex -
plain what the vic tory of the CROSS re ally means.

 Re mem ber with me from what was said ear lier in the
mes sage - our sin debt needed to be paid in full so man kind
could re gain fa vor with God.  I John 2:1-2, tells us, “My lit -
tle chil dren, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. 
And if any man sin, we have an ad vo cate with the Fa ther,
Je sus Christ the righ teous:  And He is the pro pi ti a tion (re -
gain fa vor/ap pease) for our sins:  and not for our’s only, but
also for the sins of the whole world.”  Yes, Je sus Christ has
gained the vic tory over sin, Sa tan and the grave for all who
will be lieve.  Please fully un der stand as well, that Christ’s
death on the Cross of Cal vary would have only been an ex e -
cu tion had it not been for His res ur rec tion the 3rd day.  

We see in verse 3 that the Apos tle Paul is giv ing thanks
to God for the FAITH of the breth ren at the church at
Colossae.  We know with out faith it is im pos si ble to please
God.  Yes, Paul was very thank ful for the faith of the Breth -
ren at Colossae.  Now let’s go down thru our Scrip ture text
and see more clearly the WAY OF THE CROSS.  

Look with me at verse 4 (Read) – we see the WAY OF
THE CROSS pro vides LOVE amongst the breth ren.    Oh!
How sweet it is to see Chris tian love on dis play in the fel -
low ship of be liev ers.  The story has it that the Ro man Em -



peror, Hadrian who reigned from 117 AD – 138 AD, told
Aristides to spy on the “crea tures” known as Chris tians. 
When Aristides re turned to give his re port, he made a well
known state ment re peated even to day.  He saw the Chris -
tians in ac tion and said to Emperor Hadrian, “Be hold, how 
they love one an other.”  Yes, love be tween the breth ren is
the WAY OF THE CROSS.  We know of this love be cause
God first loved us as told to us in John 3:16, “For God so
loved the world, that He gave His only be got ten Son, that
who so ever be liev eth in Him should not per ish, but have
ev er last ing life.”  Let me re mind you of a story of love. 
“Dur ing the 17th cen tury, Ol i ver Crom well, Lord Pro tec -
tor of Eng land, sen tenced a sol dier to be shot for his
crimes.   The ex e cu tion was to take place at the ring ing of
the eve ning cur few bell.  How ever, the bell did not sound. 
The sol dier’s fianceé had climbed into the bel fry and
clung to the great clap per of the bell to pre vent it from
strik ing.  When she was sum moned by Crom well to ac -
count for her ac tions, she wept as she showed him her
bruised and bleed ing hands.  Crom well’s heart was
touched and he said, ”your lover shall live be cause of
your sac ri fice.  Cur few shall not ring to night.”  Yes, this is 
an ex am ple of love of a woman for her fi an cee’, but what a 
far greater love shown by our Sav iour and Re deemer, Je -
sus Christ in that… “while we were yet sin ners, Christ
died for us.” (Romans 5:8b)

As we read in verse 5 we see an other truth about the
WAY OF THE CROSS.  “For the hope that is laid up for
you in Heaven,…”  We all can prob a bly re mem ber times
in our lives when it seemed that hope was in short sup ply. 
Now the hope talked about here is not a “hope so” but as I
Pe ter 1:3 says, “Blessed be the God and Fa ther of our
Lord Je sus Christ, which ac cord ing to His abun dant
mercy hath be got ten us again unto a lively hope by the res -
ur rec tion of Je sus Christ from the dead.”  I am thank ful
our hope is not as tem po rary as heard in an ac count of a
man that walked up to a lit tle league base ball game.  As he
ap proached the dug out he asked one of the boys on the
bench, “What’s the score son”?  The young boy re -
sponded, “the score is 18 to zero and we are be hind”.  The
man quickly said, “Oh! My, you must be dis cour aged.” 
“Oh! Why would I be dis cour aged, we have n’t even got up
to bat yet.”  Well, a hope that far supersedes the hope of
this young ster is pro vided in the WAY OF THE CROSS.

Now let’s drop down to verse 9, “ …that ye might be
filled with the knowl edge of His will in all wis dom and
spir i tual un der stand ing.”  We know how the world tries
to fill our be ing with all sorts of be liefs and temp ta tions,
but when we come to the foot of the cross in hum ble ness
and re pen tance the Holy Spirit fills us with a de sire to be
in His Word and from God’s holy Word we be gin a jour -
ney of wis dom and spir i tual un der stand ing.   Yes, praise

God, the WAY OF THE CROSS pro vides ev ery thing we
need for this life here on earth and our eter nal life with our
Heav enly Fa ther in our Heav enly home.   The Bi ble is a
tried and true and un fail ing GPS for us.

In verse 12 we catch the words, “…to be par tak ers of
the in her i tance…”.  What is the Apos tle Paul say ing here?  
Let’s turn to Acts 26:18 and see that Paul is agree ing with
what Je sus said to him on the road to Da mas cus, “To open
their eyes, and to turn them from dark ness to light, and
from the power of Sa tan unto God, that they may re ceive
for give ness of sins, and in her i tance among them which
are sanc ti fied by faith that is in me.”  Amen, the WAY OF
THE CROSS gives to all who know Je sus as Lord and
Sav iour a won der ful in her i tance; yes, we are par tak ers of
the in her i tance of eter nal life thru His shed blood on the
Cross of Cal vary.

As we pon der the won ders of the WAY OF THE
CROSS, it is good to be re minded of what Je sus Christ has 
delivered us from.  Verse 13 tells us, “Who hath de liv ered
us from the power of dark ness and hath trans lated us into
the king dom of His dear Son.”  What may this dark ness
be, you may ask?  Hope less ness, de jec tion, de spair, sin
sep a rates us from God,  no true fel low ship in this world,
eter nal life in Hell, just to name a few.  Yes, the WAY OF
THE CROSS de liv ers us from a state of hope less ness to an 
eter nal life of hope.

Well now, spe cif i cally the WAY OF THE CROSS pro -
vides re demp tion as noted in verse 14, “In whom we have
re demp tion through His blood, even the for give ness of
sins.”

Do we all un der stand what re demp tion is?  The Noah
Web ster 1828 dic tio nary de fines re demp tion very clearly,
“The pur chase of God’s fa vor by the death and suf fer ings
of Christ; the ran som or de liv er ance of sin ners from the
bond age of sin and the pen al ties of God’s vi o lated law by
the atone ment of Christ.”  The story is told about a gar -
dener of the Chur chill’s.  “A gath er ing of friends at an
Eng lish es tate nearly turned to trag edy when one of the
chil dren strayed into deep wa ter.  The gar dener heard the
cries for help, plunged in, and res cued the drown ing child.  
That young ster’s name was Winston Chur chill.  His grate -
ful par ents asked the gar dener what they could do to re -
ward him.  He hes i tated, then said, “I wish my son could
go to col lege some day and be come a doc tor.”  “We’ll see
to it,”  Chur chill’s par ents prom ised.  Years later, while Sir 
Winston Chur chill was prime min is ter of Eng land, he was
stricken with pneu mo nia.  The coun try’s best phy si cian
was sum moned.  His name was Dr. Al ex an der Flem ing,
the man who dis cov ered and de vel oped pen i cil lin.  He was 
also the son of that gar dener who had saved young
Winston from drown ing.  Later Chur chill re marked,
“Rarely has one man owed his life twice to the same per -
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son.”  We see in the Scrip tures the truth that if we know
Je sus as our Re deemer, we are born twice and only need to 
die once.  This is truly pro vided by THE WAY OF THE
CROSS.

Let’s now come down to verse 20.  “And, hav ing
made peace through the blood of His cross, by Him to rec -
on cile all things unto Him self.”

Re mem ber with me the NEED of the cross as men -
tioned ear lier in the mes sage.  The peace be tween our
Heav enly Fa ther and man kind was bro ken in Adam and
Eve’s fall into sin.  Praise God, the NEED OF THE Cross
has been met.  Je sus Christ has made peace and rec on ciled
all Be liev ers unto God.  Charles Wes ley puts it this way, “I 
rest be neath the Al mighty’s shade, my griefs ex pire, my
trou bles cease, Thou, Lord, on whom my soul is stayed,
Wilt keep me still in per fect peace.”  This is truly the WAY
OF THE CROSS.  

Verse 22 is prob a bly one of the most de scrip tive
verses in Scrip ture when we look into the WAY OF THE
CROSS.  

“In the body of His flesh…”  You see, God, in His
love, be came fully hu man in Je sus Christ to take the pen -
alty of our sin debt.  God knew that none of man kind was
able to ac com plish this plan of sal va tion.  We must needs
have a re deemer, and yes, Je sus Christ is that Re deemer. 

Now, see what THE WAY OF THE CROSS pro vides:
“…pres ent you holy and unblameable and

unreproveable in His sight.”   Praise Al mighty God!
Unblameable – this, dear friends, tells us that born again
Be liev ers are no lon ger held blame able for their sin. 
Unreproveable means we can no lon ger be blamed or cen -
sured for our sin.  Je sus Christ is THE WAY OF THE
CROSS, He is our ALL IN ALL.  He fin ished the plan of
sal va tion on the Cross of Cal vary.  Have you re ceived His
gift of sal va tion?  If you have re jected this gift of sal va -
tion, our fi nal thoughts to day do not PERTAIN to you,
how ever this won der ful gift is AVAILABLE to you.  

III. THE CROSS AND ITS CONNECTION TO 
    HOME

Let us look at some Scrip ture texts to see where THE
WAY OF THE CROSS leads us.  Pas tor Rodney Stueland
has a way of mak ing this point very clear when he asks,
“How do you spell Heaven?  I spell it, H O M E”.  Yes, the
blood-bought Be liev ers have been prom ised this HOME
in the Bi ble.  

John 14:1-3 says, “Let not your heart be trou bled:  ye
be lieve in God, be lieve also in Me.  In my Fa ther’s house
are many man sions:  if it were not so, I would have told
you.  I go to pre pare a place for you.  And if I go and pre -
pare a place for you, I will come again, and re ceive you

unto My self; that where I am, there ye may be also.”
Have you given much thought about Heaven/Home? 

Rev. 21:3-4 lays out the beauty of our new Home.  “And I
heard a great voice out of Heaven say ing, Be hold, the ta -
ber na cle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them,
and they shall be His peo ple, and God Him self shall be
with them, and be their God.  And God shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death,
nei ther sor row, nor cry ing, nei ther shall there be any more 
pain:  for the for mer things are passed away.”

As we close this mes sage to day, please be in di vid u -
ally re minded, with out the blood sprin kled way of sal va -
tion of Je sus Christ, there is no con nec tion of the cross and 
HOME.  It is only THE WAY OF THE CROSS THAT
LEADS HOME.  

Do you re mem ber that we started out by re fer ring to
the Tree of Life in Gen e sis and Adam and Eve were not al -
lowed to eat of it so they were sent out of the Gar den of
Eden?  Well, let’s look at Rev. 22:1-2a and see what it has
to say about this Tree of Life.  “And He shewed me a pure
river of wa ter of life, clear as crys tal, pro ceed ing out of
the throne of God and the Lamb.  In the midst of the street
of it, and on ei ther side of the river, was there the Tree of
Life…”.  Yes, THE WAY OF THE CROSS LEADS
HOME and it is HOME where we will en joy the Tree of
Life for eter nity.

OH!  Dear friends, THE WAY OF THE CROSS
LEADS HOME.  Are you on the Pil grim jour ney to day? 
If not, don’t hes i tate be fore get ting the WAY OF THE
CROSS set tled in your heart.  Let the an gels in Heaven re -
joice as you al low the Holy Spirit  to lead you into the  Bi -
ble and show you THE WAY OF THE CROSS’ plan of
sal va tion; which leads YOU HOME!
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Never Too Young or Too Old

Golda Meir was sev enty-one when she be came
prime min is ter of Is rael.  Wil liam Pitt was twenty-four
when he be came prime min is ter of Great Brit ain. 
George Ber nard Shaw was ninety-four when one of his 
plays was first pro duced.  Wolfgang Mo zart was just
seven when his first com po si tion was published. 

Now how about this!  Benjamin Frank lin was a
news pa per col um nist at the age of six teen and a framer
of the United States Con sti tu tion when he was
eighty-one.

        From Wall Street Jour nal



Believable ...Yet Unbelievable 

THREE!!!

There were 3 out stand ing things that had taken place
be fore the Com mu nist took over China (now for de cades
Red China).

1.  The ‘mor als’ of the coun try were very ‘lib eral’; and 
‘im mor tal ity’ was very ram pant.

2.  The peo ple were brain washed in be liev ing that the
Gov ern ment will take care of YOU.

3.  The reg is tra tion of fire arms (Guns)
So cial ism and ex treme Mus lims seem ingly have the

same ‘agenda’.   We are ‘now’ at the very thresh old of the
same.  PRAY spe cif i cally for our ‘be loved’ USA that ‘we’
might re tain Free dom and Lib erty!  All that is nec es sary
for ‘evil’ to suc ceed is that good men do noth ing!  Isa iah
55:6-7, 56:1-2, 59:1, 14-19 (Please  read the en tire 59th

chap ter), Ec cle si as tes 8:11 and Dan iel 9.  “‘If My peo ple
who are called by My name will hum ble them selves, and
pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways,
then I will hear from heaven, and will for give their sin
and heal their land.  Now My eyes will be open and My
ears at ten tive to prayer made in this place’” 11 Chron i -
cles 7:14-15.

Christian Counselor Wins Appeal
Against Michigan University 

In a … case (sim i lar to the one in Geor gia), Julea Ward 
from East ern Mich i gan Uni ver sity was also ex pelled from 
her coun sel ing job be cause of her views on ho mo sex u al -
ity.  She had re quested that a gay cli ent be trans ferred to
an other coun selor, which the school ar gued went against
its pol i cies, de spite the fact that it al lows cli ent trans fers
based on non-re li gious rea sons.  A lower-court ini tially
ruled in fa vor of East ern Mich i gan Uni ver sity, but the 6th

U. S. Cir cuit Court of Ap peals over turned the de ci sion, ar -
gu ing that Ward’s con sti tu tional rights were vi o lated.

ChristianPost.com

Monaghan Asks Federal Judge to Stop
Enforcement of HHS Mandate Before
January 1

The Thomas More Law Cen ter (TML), ...in Ann Ar -
bor, Mich i gan, late Fri day, De cem ber 21, 2012, filed an
Emer gency Mo tion for a Tem po rary Re strain ing Or der
(TRJO) on be half of Tom Monaghan (Dom ino’s Pizza
owner) to stop en force ment of the HHS Man date in or der

to pre vent im me di ate ir rep a ra ble in jury to his
fundamental rights.

The HHS Man date re quires em ploy ers to pay for
health in sur ance that cov ers abor tion-in duc ing drugs, con -
tra cep tion and ster il iza tion un der threat of dra co nian
fines.  It also re quires em ploy ers to ed u cate their em ploy -
ees about use of those drugs.  Tom Monaghan is a staunch
pro-life ad vo cate and Cath o lic phi lan thro pist.  His re li -
gious be liefs pro hibit him from pay ing for abor tion-in duc -
ing drugs, contraception and sterilization.

...If granted, the TRO would per mit Monaghan to
con tinue to pro vide in sur ance for his em ploy ees that does
not vi o late his con sti tu tion ally and stat u to rily granted
rights to free ex er cise of re li gion free speech and free as -
so ci a tion.

Christian Newswire

That “Religion of Peace” Shows its Ugly
Face (Again)!

A Mus lim mob in Pa ki stan stormed a po lice sta tion to
seize a men tally un sta ble Mus lim man ac cused of burn ing
a copy of Is lam’s holy book.  The Pa ki stani po lice re -
ported De cem ber  21 that the mob beat him to death and
then set the body on fire. 

The coun try’s harsh blas phemy laws can re sult in a
death sen tence or life in prison to any one found guilty. 
Crit ics say an ac cu sa tion or in ves ti ga tion alone can lead to 
deaths, as peo ple take the law into their own hands and kill 
those ac cused of vi o lat ing it.  Po lice sta tions and even
courts have been at tacked by mobs.

Sword Press Service  

China Poised To Play Debt Card - For
U.S. Land

Could real es tate on Amer i can soil owned by China be 
set up as “de vel op ment zones” in which the com mu nist
na tion could es tab lish Chi nese-owned busi nesses and
bring in its cit i zens to U.S. to work?

That’s part of an evolv ing pro posal Beijing has been
de vel op ing qui etly since 2009 to con vert more than $1
tril lion of U.S. Debt it owns in eq uity.

Un der the plan, China would own U.S. Busi nesses,
U.S. In fra struc ture and U.S. High-value land, all with a
U.S. Gov ern ment guar an tee against loss. …

PolitiChicks, Newsletters 1/21/13
Ed i tor’s Note:  ???  Check it out!
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God Made a Farmer
And on the 8th day, God looked down on his planned

par a dise and said, “I need a care taker.” So God made a
farmer.

God said, “I need some body will ing to get up be fore
dawn, milk cows, work all day in the fields, milk cows
again, eat sup per and then go to town and stay past mid -
night at a meet ing of the school board.” So God made a
farmer.

“I need some body with arms strong enough to rus tle a
calf and yet gen tle enough to de liver his own grand child.
Some body to call hogs, tame can tan ker ous ma chin ery,
come home hun gry, have to wait lunch un til his wife’s
done feed ing vis it ing la dies and tell the la dies to be sure
and come back real soon — and mean it.” So God made a
farmer.

God said, “I need some body will ing to sit up all night
with a new born colt. And watch it die. Then dry his eyes
and say, ‘Maybe next year.’ I need some body who can
shape an ax han dle from a per sim mon sprout, shoe a horse
with a hunk of car tire, who can make har ness out of hay -
wire, feed sacks and shoe scraps. And who, plant ing time
and har vest sea son, will fin ish his forty-hour week by
Tues day noon, then, pain’n from ‘trac tor back,’ put in an -
other sev enty-two hours.” So God made a farmer.

God had to have some body will ing to ride the ruts at
dou ble speed to get the hay in ahead of the rain clouds and
yet stop in mid-field and race to help when he sees the first 
smoke from a neigh bor’s place. So God made a farmer.

God said, “I need some body strong enough to clear
trees and heave bails, yet gen tle enough to tame lambs and 
wean pigs and tend the pink-combed pul lets, who will
stop his mower for an hour to splint the bro ken leg of a
meadow lark. It had to be some body who’d plow deep and 
straight and not cut cor ners. Some body to seed, weed,
feed, breed and rake and disc and plow and plant and tie
the fleece and strain the milk and re plen ish the self-feeder
and fin ish a hard week’s work with a five-mile drive to
church.

“Some body who’d bale a fam ily to gether with the soft 
strong bonds of shar ing, who would laugh and then sigh,
and then re ply, with smil ing eyes, when his son says he
wants to spend his life ‘do ing what dad does.’” So God
made a farmer.

Paul Harvey, 1978

Ed i tor’s Note:  When this speech ap peared in the 2013
Super Bowl Com mer cial fea tur ing Dodge Ram trucks, the 
part that says, “and fin ish a hard week’s work with a
five-mile drive to church” was omit ted.

Quenching the Spirit
And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God.  

Ephe sians 4:30

How do we grieve and drive away the Holy Spirit of
God? In brief, it takes place when we ex er cise all kinds of
dis obe di ence to the Holy Spirit. There is some thing He
de sires to ac com plish in you.  He is urg ing you in the di -
rec tion of some goal, but when you an swer Him with dis -
obe di ence you grieve Him, you drive Him away.  He
wants to bring about sor row for sin, a re pen tant spirit and
rec on cil i a tion with God.  When you sim ply turn away
from all that He is try ing to ac com plish in you, you oblit -
er ate all the im pres sions which He has made on you; you
make no ef fort to con serve and en large these im pres sions
and promptings.  All this re sis tance on your part adds up to 
griev ing, de spis ing and ex tin guish ing the pres ence of the
Holy Spirit of God.     

He at tacks and pun ishes some sin in you, prompt ing
you to give this up.  If then you will not obey Him but still
in sist on har bor ing this sin you are then griev ing God’s
Holy Spirit.  Even if you do wish to sur ren der this sin but
not just now; you do have in mind to sur ren der to the Lord
but not just now, then there is some thing false in your
spirit, a de spis ing of the “time of thy vis i ta tion” (Luke
19:44).  This can cause God’s Holy Spirit to leave you. 
Sup pos ing you do wish to turn to God in re pen tance and
faith but you are un will ing to heed the Lord’s voice.  You
are not will ing to take the road He has mapped out for you, 
the road that leads you to take ref uge in Christ.  His way is
to make you a poor sin ner.  But you have a way of your
own; you wish to be lieve first and then re joice and then
be come strong in the Lord.  You will not ac cept the coun -
sels of God.  You re sist the elec tion, which means you are
grieving the Holy Spirit.

But fi nally hav ing ac ceded to fol low ing these ad mo -
ni tions of the Lord but un will ing to use the means God has 
given you for this, His Holy word; you are un will ing to
make use of the time avail able to read, hear and deepen
your self in it; you will be tempt ing God and ex tin guish ing
His Holy Spirit.  Mark well this fi nal point; you will re pent 
and turn to God but only by ap ply ing your own ef fort on
your own heart to ward this end.  You pry for the help and
the grace of the Spirit for this but you will not use the
means em ployed by the Spirit.  Thus you will never come
into pos ses sion of what you asked for.  God has never
prom ised this on our own terms.  No, God has given us His 
Word; there in His Word He wants to meet us.  There He
wants to live and work but not without the Word.

Taken from Thy Cross devotional by 
Carl Olof Rosenius
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The Book of ECCLESIASTES 
In ter est ing, in my ‘New King James’ Bi ble: man’s in -

sight as an in tro duc tion to the book of ‘Ec cle si as tes’ is:
“THE key word in Ec cle si as tes is van ity, ‘the fu tile emp ti -
ness of try ing to be happy apart from God.’

The preacher (tra di tion ally take to be Sol o mon - 1:1,
12 - the wis est, rich est, most in flu en tial king in Is rael’s
his tory) looks at life ‘un der the sun’ (1:9) and, from the
hu man per spec tive, de clares it all to be empty.  Power,
pop u lar ity, pres tige, plea sure - noth ing can fill the God’s
shaped void in man’s life but God Him self!  But once seen
from God’s per spec tive, life takes on mean ing and pur -
pose, caus ing Sol o mon to ex claim … skep ti cism and de -
spair melt away when life is viewed as a daily gift from
God.  … The Latin Ec cle si as tes means ‘Speaker Be fore an 
As sem bly.’”

Sor row is better than laugh ter, be cause a sad
face is good for the heart  (Ec cle si as tes 7:3)

Sor row, un der the power of di vine grace, per forms
var i ous min is tries in our lives.  Sor row re veals un known
depths of the soul, and un known ca pac i ties for suf fer ing
and ser vice.  Light hearted, friv o lous peo ple are al ways
shal low and are never aware of their own mea ger ness or
lack of depth.  Sor row is God’s tool to plow the depths of
the soul, that it may yield richer har vest.  If hu man kind
were still in a glo ri fied state, hav ing never fallen, then the
strong floods of di vine joy would be the force God would
use to re veal our souls’ ca pac i ties.  But in a fallen world,
sor row, yet with de spair re moved, is the power cho sen to
re veal us to our selves.  Ac cord ingly, it is sor row that
causes us to take the time to think deeply and seriously.

Sor row makes us move more slowly and con sid er -
ately and ex am ine our mo tives and at ti tudes.  It opens
within us the ca pac i ties of the heav enly life, and it makes
us will ing to set our ca pac i ties afloat on a lim it less sea of
ser vice for God and for others.

Imag ine a vil lage of lazy peo ple liv ing at the foot of a
great moun tain range, yet who have never ven tured out to
ex plore the val leys and can yons back in the moun tains. 
One day a great thun der storm goes ca reen ing through the
moun tains, turn ing the hid den val leys into echo ing trum -
pets and re veal ing their in ner re cesses, like the twisted
shapes of a gi ant sea shell.  The vil lag ers at the foot of the
hills are as ton ished at the lab y rinths and the un ex plored
re cesses of a re gion so nearby and yet so un known.  And
so it is with many peo ple who ca su ally live on the outer
edge of their own souls un til great thun der storms of sor -
row re veal hid den depths within, which were never before 
known or suspected.

God never uses any one to a great de gree un til He

breaks the per son com pletely.  Jo seph ex pe ri enced more
sor row than the other sons of Ja cob, and it led him into a
min is try of food for all the na tions.  For this rea son, the
Holy Spirit said of him, “Jo seph is a fruit ful vine near a
spring, whose branches climb over a wall” (Gen. 49:22). 
It takes sor row to ex pand and deepen the soul.

From The Heavenly Life:
The dark brown soil is turned
By the sharp-pointed plow;
And I’ve a les son learned,  

My life is but a field, 
Stretched out be neath God’s sky,
Some har vest rich to yield.

Where grows the golden grain?
Where faith?  Where sym pa thy?
In a fur row cut by pain.
           Maltbie D. Bab cock

Ev ery per son and ev ery na tion must en dure les sons in
God’ school of ad ver sity.  In the same way we say,
“Blessed is the night, for it re veals the stars to us” we can
say, “Blessed is sor row, for it re veals God’s com fort.”  A
flood once washed away a poor man’s home and mill, tak -
ing with it ev ery thing he owned in the world.  He stood at
the scene of his great loss, bro ken hearted and dis cour -
aged.  Yet af ter the wa ters had sub sided, he saw some thing  
shin ing in the riv er banks that the flood had washed bare. 
“It looks like gold,” he said.  And it was gold.  The storm
that had im pov er ished him made him rich.  So it is of ten -
times in life.      Henry Clay Trumbull

Taken from Streams in the Desert by L. B. Cowman,
Copyright 1997 by Zondervan

Ed i tor’s Note: ALWAYS use Scrip ture to in ter pret
Scrip ture – and let the Holy Spirit en lighten/lead.  ALSO
in ter est ing in the book of Prov erbs 15:13a & 17:22a it
states the fol low ing:  “A merry heart makes a cheer ful
coun te nance” and “a merry heart does good, like
medicine.”
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I Would Fly!

John and Charles Wes ley were in a prayer ser vice
to gether.  Charles said, “I feel so happy that if the Lord
should tell me to fly, and I had wings, I would fly!” 
John re plied, “If the Lord should tell me to fly, I would
fly whether or not I had wings!



The Sixth Pic ture

A per son’s in ner con di tion whose zeal has cooled,
and who has again be gun to love the pres ent world. 

In the sixth pic ture you see a face that ex presses in dif -
fer ence. One eye seems drowsy, the other looks around ar -
ro gantly. The cross—the sign of Christ’s suf fer ing—has
be come less dis tinct. The beams of grace have been
quenched. The star of faith has been dark ened. It has lost
its light and ra di ance.  It shows that a per son may ne glect
watch ful ness and prayer and be come luke warm.  He be -
gins to look at the van i ties of the world.  He per mits him -
self more of the plea sures of the world and the in dul gences 
of the flesh.  He thinks less of ten of his Sav iour’s suf fer -
ings, and sel dom looks up to the Cru ci fied, the au thor and
fin isher of his faith. Thus he grad u ally loses Christ from
his heart; pi ety is quenched; love grows cold; grace is lost; 
faith fal ters and dies.  A cold, thick dark ness en ters his
heart.  He be comes spir i tu ally in dif fer ent and in do lent. 
What hap pens then? 

The man with the dagger in the pic ture rep re sents the
world, which now forces its way into the heart. He has no
lon ger any power of faith, no clear vi sion, no love, no
cour age to re sist.  He fears the threats of the world.  He is
be guiled by its flat tery and en tice ments.  He again loves

the world.  When such a con di tion pre vails, Sa tan will re -
turn drag ging with him the old crea tures into the heart. 
His suc cess is much eas ier this time be cause he meets no
guard and no re sis tance. The sin ner has be come luke warm 
in spirit, in do lent in prayer, and does not shun the temp ta -
tions to sin; he ex poses him self to the dan ger.  

The an gel, rep re sent ing God’s grace, seeks to drive
Sa tan away; but when the man him self re sists the grace,
does not watch and pray, and by his sins opens the gates
and the doors, then sin presses in; and with sin, Sa tan en -
ters again. 

Here is where the words of Christ need to be heeded
when he says: “Watch and pray that ye en ter not into
temp ta tion,” and “pray with out ceas ing.”   Prayer is the
life of the soul, the spir i tual breath ing. When prayer be -
comes weak or ceases, then all spir i tual life dies. Thus,
when we do not watch, but be come spir i tu ally drowsy, the
en emy will come and sow the tares among the wheat. 

An un armed and un guarded heart stands open for sin
and Sa tan and all the spir i tual en e mies.  Watch ful ness,
prayer, and heart felt de vo tion must never cease.  Keep
your eye fas tened on Je sus, the Cru ci fied, and never let it
slum ber.  Let noth ing un clean en ter God’s tem ple and pol -
lute it. “Be so ber, be vig i lant; be cause your ad ver sary, the
devil, as a roar ing lion, walketh about, seek ing whom he
may de vour” (I Pe ter 5:8).  “Where fore let him that
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.”   We must
never lay off the ar mor which the Apos tle Paul de scribes
so beau ti fully in Ephe sians 6:11-19: “Put on the whole ar -
mor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles
of the devil. For we wres tle not against flesh and blood,
but against prin ci pal i ties. against pow ers, against the rul -
ers of the dark ness of this world, against spir i tual wick ed -
ness in high places. …Above all, take the shield of faith,
where with ye shall be able to quench all the fi ery darts of
the wicked. And take the hel met of sal va tion, and the
sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.” 

It is faith that can quench the evil darts.  Faith, there -
fore, must al ways be liv ing and firm, and love al ways
burn ing.  This can be pos si ble only when our minds and
hearts are con stantly di rected to ward Je sus.  We must turn
our eyes away from the world and its en tice ments and look 
up to Him.  We must close our hearts against the lust of sin, 
con tin u ally main tain com mu nion with God in prayer and
med i ta tion of His Word.  We must yield to the gra cious
promptings of the Holy Spirit.  Faith and love rest upon Je -
sus Christ, the Cru ci fied.  When He de parts from the heart, 
faith loses its power, light, and life. 

PRAYER

“Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me and
know my thoughts.”  Thou, all-know ing God, knowest my 
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weak ness, my un re li able heart, and how my love so eas ily
grows cold and my faith fails.  Thou knowest how much I
am in clined to sin and the world, how I shun ev ery ex er -
tion and hard ship, and ev ery se ri ous self-de nial and
watch ful ness.  Re vive me and strengthen me! Sus tain me
and give me stead fast ness!  With out Thee I can do noth -
ing.  My God and Sav iour, do not let me stum ble; do not
with draw Thy sus tain ing hand from me.  I can not abide in
Thee un less Thou abide in me and up hold me.  Do not
quench the light in my soul; do not let my love grow cold;
and do not let my trust grow weak and my faith die.  Give
me more light and power in prayer!  Help me to come
boldly to the throne of grace.  Give me cheer ful ness to al -
ways look up to Thee and find strength and cour age in Thy 
suf fer ing. Turn my eyes from the van i ties of the world and
up to Thee! AMEN. 

My Soul, Be On Thy Guard 

My soul, be on thy guard, 
Ten thou sand foes arise; 
And hosts of sin are press ing hard 
To draw thee from the skies. 

O watch, and fight, and pray! 
The bat tle ne’er give o’er; 
Re new it boldly ev ery day, 
And help di vine im plore. 

Ne’er think the vic tory won, 
Nor lay thine ar mor down; 
Thine ar du ous work will not be done, 
Till thou ob tain thy crown 

Fight on, my soul, till death 
Shall bring thee to thy God! 
He’ll take thee at thy part ing breath 
Up to His blest abode. 

Taken from Mir ror of the Heart, au thor un known,
copy right 1959 by the Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed -
er a tion.  Cop ies of this book may be ob tained for a sug -
gested of fer ing of $3.00 plus 75¢ ship ping.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Questions  — Answered

Mis use of the Tongue
By Dr. Curtis Hutson

Q.  “I have a habit of gos sip ing about peo ple and hav -
ing a crit i cal spirit to ward them, in clud ing my pas tor. 
How can I over come this sin and con trol my tongue?”

A.  The first thing is to rec og nize gos sip ing, a crit i cal
spirit and fault find ing as sin.  Con fess them to the Lord;
ask Him to for give and cleanse you and help you in over -
com ing these sins.

The Bi ble has much to say about mis use of the tongue.  
It is such an im por tant sub ject that the en tire third chap ter
of James is given over to a dis cus sion of the dan ger of the
mis used tongue.  Once you rec og nize what a deadly sin is
com mit ted when you gos sip and find fault  with oth ers, es -
pe cially your pas tor, con fess it and ask the Lord to cleanse
you.

Then you ought to set out to make a habit of speak ing
kind things about those you have crit i cized.  James 3:8
says “But the tongue can no man tame; it is an un ruly evil, 
full of deadly poi son.”

It is such a lit tle mem ber that it seems we could do
some thing with it.  The Bi ble says that man can not train
his tongue.  We can train our selves to say things right, but
in an un guarded mo ment, the wild tongue will take over
again.  The tongue is un set tled.  It is full of deadly poi son. 
The harm it can cause is be yond con cep tion.  We are help -
less to con trol it on our own.  

Any one who con trols his tongue must give it over into 
the hands of the Holy Spirit.  First, the heart must be
changed by the in dwell ing of the Holy Spirit.  That hap -
pens when one trusts Christ as Sav iour.  His body then be -
comes the tem ple of the Holy Spirit.  Of course, the old
na ture is still with us, but the power of the Holy Spirit is
there to con trol us as we yield our mem bers to Christ. 
Romans 6:13 says, “Nei ther yield ye your mem bers as in -
stru ments of un righ teous ness unto sin: but yield your -
selves unto God …and your mem bers as in stru ments of
righ teous ness unto God.”

You ought to fill your heart and mind with good things 
from God’s Word and prac tice say ing good things.  When
you start to say some thing un kind, the Holy Spirit will re -
mind you, and you can in stead say some thing good.

Sword of the Lord

Ed i tor’s Note:  Keep in mind though that there is con -
struc tive crit i cism and de struc tive crit i cism.  Most cer -
tainly ‘gos sip ing’ is ALWAYS SIN!  “De liver my soul, O
LORD from ly ing lips and from a de ceit ful tongue.”  “Set
a guard, O LORD, over my mouth; Keep watch over the
door of my lips.” Psalm 120:2 & 141:3.
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“Prayer and help less ness are in sep a ra ble. 
Only those who are help less can truly pray …

Your help lessness is your best prayer.”

Ole Hallesby



The Wonder of the Book
By Dyson Hague 

“Thy tes ti mo nies are won der ful” is the en thu si as tic
out burst of Psalm 119:129.  It has been ech oed from soul
to soul through the cen tu ries, for the won der of the Book
grows on us as ex pe ri ence is en larged.  The more deeply
we search it, the more we feel that the Bi ble is not merely a 
book, but the Book.  All other books are mere leaves, frag -
ments.  It alone is the per fect Book.  It is the eter nal Book. 
It is the Voice – all oth ers are merely echoes.

Of course, we all know that the Bi ble lit er ally means
“the Book.”  It is a trans la tion of the Greek ti tle of the Bi -
ble, Biblos Geneseos, which al most might be ren dered the
“Bi ble of Gen e sis,” the Bi ble of the be gin ning or or i gin or
source; a cu ri ous coun ter part to the first words of the first
chap ter of the Old Testament.

It is the Book that stands alone – un ap proach able in
gran deur, sol i tary in splen dor, mys te ri ous in as cen dancy. 
It is as high above all other books as Heaven is above
earth, as the Son of God is above all sons of men.

Oh, do not think and do not say, as you have heard
men say they think, that we ought to read this Book as we
read any other book and that we ought to study it and an a -
lyze it just as we do any text book in it with awe.  Read it
with rev er ence.  Re gard it with a most sa cred at ten tion. 
“Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon
thou standest is holy ground” (Exod. 3:5).

Never, never com pare this Book in terms of hu man
com par i sons with other books  Com par i son is dan ger ous. 
Those books are of earth; this book is from Heaven.  And
do not think and do not say that this Book only con tains
the words of God.  It is the Word of God.  To say the Bi ble
con tains the Word of God in stead of say ing the Bi ble is the 
Word of God is in ad e quate and mis lead ing.  Ev ery thing
that is in Scrip ture would au then ti cate it self to us as the
Word of God, if we un der stood it in its right connection
with the center.

There fore, think not of it as a good book, or even as a
better book, but lift it in heart and mind and faith and love
far, far above all.  And ever re gard it, not as the word of
man, but as it is in truth, the Word of God; nay, more, as
the liv ing Word of the Liv ing God - su per nat u ral in or i gin,
eter nal in du ra tion, in ex press ible in value, in fi nite in
scope, di vine in au thor ship, hu man in pen man ship, re gen -
er a tive in power, in fal li ble in au thor ity, uni ver sal in in ter -
est, per sonal in ap pli ca tion and inspired in totality.

Selected

The Old Paths

“Stand by the roads, and look, and ask for the
an cient paths, where the good way is; and walk 

in it, and find rest for your souls”  
Jer e miah 6:16

I liked the old paths, when Moms were at home.  Dads
were at work.  Broth ers went into the army.  And sis ters
got mar ried BEFORE hav ing chil dren!

Crime did not pay; Hard work did; And peo ple knew
the dif fer ence. 

Moms could cook; Dads would work; Chil dren would 
be have.

Hus bands were lov ing; Wives were sup port ive; And
chil dren were po lite.

Women wore the jew elry; And Men wore the pants. 
Women looked like la dies; Men looked like gen tle men;
And chil dren looked de cent.

Peo ple loved the truth, And hated a lie;They came to
church to get IN, Not to get OUT!

Hymns sounded Godly; Ser mons sounded help ful;
Re joic ing sounded nor mal; And cry ing sounded sin cere.

Curs ing was wicked; Drugs were for ill ness; And di -
vorce was un think able.

The flag was hon ored; Amer ica was beau ti ful; And
God was wel come!

We read the Bi ble in pub lic; Prayed in school; And
preached from house to house.

To be called an Amer i can was worth dy ing for; To be
called a Chris tian was worth liv ing for; To be called a trai -
tor was a shame!

Preach ers preached be cause thy had a mes sage; And
Chris tians re joiced be cause thy had the VICTORY!

Preach ers preached from the Bi ble; Sing ers sang from 
the heart; And sin ners turned to the Lord to be SAVED!

A new birth meant a new life; Sal va tion meant a
changed life; Fol low ing Christ led to eter nal life.

Be ing a preacher meant you pro claimed the Word of
God; Be ing a dea con meant you would serve the Lord; Be -
ing a Chris tian meant you would live for Je sus; And be ing
a sin ner meant some one was pray ing for you!

Laws were based on the Bi ble; Homes read the Bi ble;
And churches taught the Bi ble.

God was wor shiped; Christ was ex alted; And the Holy 
Spirit was re spected.

Church was where you found Chris tians on the Lord’s 
day, rather than in the gar den, on the creek bank, on the
golf course, Or be ing en ter tained some where else.

I still like the old paths the best!
Selected
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ef fort that GOD might be glo ri fied with your prayer
sup port and fi nan cial giv ing – trust ing that ‘souls’ have 
been/are be ing saved and God’s Lamb and Sheep are
be ing ed i fied and nour ished through this ‘ministry’.

Feb ru ary In come for Morn ing Glory was app.
$1520.00.

The ac tual cost of pub lish ing and mail ing each
(monthly) of the Morn ing Glory is app. $2,000.  There
are def i nitely other ex penses in volved as well.

Up Date

“There fore I thought it nec es sary to ex hort the
breth ren to go to you ahead of time, and pre pare

your gen er ous gift be fore hand,which you had
pre vi ously prom ised, that it may be ready as a

mat ter of gen er os ity and not as a grudg ing ob li -
ga tion.  But this I say: He who sows spar ingly

will also reap spar ingly, and he who sows boun -
ti fully will also reap boun ti fully.  So let each one
give as he pur poses in his heart, and not grudg -
ingly or of ne ces sity; for God loves a cheer ful

giver.”  II Co rin thi ans 9:5-7

Pos si bly you have heard of the young ‘chap’
who had a ‘pa per route’ and was Bib li cally be ing
in structed and chal lenged to tithe in re gards to his
‘mea ger’ in come; which he did and prom is ing the
LORD that he would con tinue the prac tice in his
life time.  Well, the LORD richly blest him fi nan -
cially as a con sci en tious  busi ness man.  In fact: his 
in come be came so great that the tith ing be came
large amounts!  And so, he one day went to seek
‘coun cil’ from his ‘pas tor’ to see if he could break
this cov e nant with the LORD.  Af ter a ‘mo ment’ of 
hes i ta tion the Pas tor re sponded and shared that
they could ask the LORD to de crease this gen tle -
man’s in come un til he could afford to continue
‘tithing’.

YES, that’s an other ‘rea son’ tith ing’ is so prac -
ti cal as it fol lows a per son’s in come like a shadow.    
Nat u rally, IF a per son is to prac tice this ‘chal -
lenge’, that per son first  needs to con sider IF the
giv ing (tith ing or tith ing & of fer ings) is in vested
cheer fully/joy fully out of love unto the LORD.

Sec ondly, I be lieve that the LORD in tends that 
a per son should not only ‘con sider’ giv ing; but
where?

Sadly, there not so few of you who ‘give’, but
fail to ask/seek the LORD’S guid ance in the same!  
Trag i cally, there are also ‘some’ who are giv ing to
sup pos edly ‘Chris tian causes’ which are con trary
to their ‘con vic tions’ based upon the Holy Word of 
God, the Bi ble!  With the above hav ing been said, I 
am not in sin u at ing that the HLIF/MG is the only
one that is ‘con tend ing for the faith’; but chal -
leng ing you to prayer fully con sider the same.  You
know the LORD knows much more about ‘fi -
nances’ than ‘we’ can imag ine, and HE is a very
good Book keeper!  Just pray about it and let the
LORD lead.

Thank you for com ing along side, in ‘our’ team 

Watch ing, Plan ning, Look ing For ward

to the

HLIF/MG An nual Con fer ence In June,
(Lord will ing).

De tails com ing in the May Is sue of the
Morn ing Glory.

PRAY FOR and Plan to At tend!!


